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INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES OCTOBER 1971, (PRELIMINARY) 
Reference No. 6.27 


This bulletin contains statistics of industrial disputes for the month of 
October 1971 andsome previous periods. More information about these disputes will 


appear later in the detailed quarterly mimeograph "Industrial Disputes" (Reference No. 6.6). 


2. The statistics of industrial disputes refer only to disputes involving a 
stoppage of work of ten man-days or more. Workers involved include workers directly 
and indirectly involved in disputes. Workers indirectly involved are employees thrown 
out of work at the establishments where the stoppagesoccurred but not themselves 
parties to the dispute. Particulars of some stoppages(e.g. those involving a large 
number of establishments) may be estimated and the statistics therefore should be 
regarded as giving a broad measure of the extent of stoppagesof work (as defined). 


33 Stoppages of work at different points of time and at different establish- 
ments due to the same cause may be regarded as one industrial dispute. However an 
industrial dispute occurring in more than one State is counted as a separate dispute 
in each State. A dispute involving workers in more than one industry group in a 

State or Territory is counted once only in the number of disputes - in the industry 
group that has the largest number of workers involved; but workers involved, working 
days lost and estimated loss in wages are allocated to their respective industry 
groups. Disputes not settled at the end of a year are included as new disputes in 

the figures for the following year. The monthly statistics refer to ali disputes 
operative in the month, including those disputes that commenced in previous months. 

In Table 1 details of the number of disputes and workers involved are shown separately 
for disputes beginning in the month and for all disputes. Any discrepancies between 
totals and sums of components are due to rounding. 


4. For statistics of industrial disputes for earlier periods see "Labour see 


Report No. 54, 1968 and 1969" (Reference No. 6.7). 


TABLE 1. — INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES : AUSTRALIA 


Number of disputes eager tee 
in month oe ee 
eseianie rota (a) "yy month |2ot@2 (a 


Estimated 
loss in 
wages (a). 


Period 


1969 1,958.0 22,985-7 
1970 2, 393-7 30, 883.3 
4970-October 220.2 3,052.8 
November 247 eT 3,487-9 
December 110.9 1,528.7 
bid oh Be jes 
ebruary 138. 19916 

March 179.0 2,508.9 
April 156.4 2,210.0 
May 64801 10,042.4 
June 1211 1,737 2 
July 516.7 7543123 
August 5415.2 
September 6,261.8 
October (b) 2,101.6 

Ten months ended - 
October 1970 25, 866.7 
October 1971 (b) 40,905.7 


a) Refers to all disputes operative in the period - see paragraph 3, above. 
b) Subject to revision - see paragraph 1, above. 


Go 


TABLE 2. - INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES : INDUSTRY GROUPS, AUSTRALIA //./.. 
WORKING DAYS LOST ('000) (a 


Mining and Manufacturing | Building 

quer — and 
Engine 

mining b 


Period 


76.1| 76. “7 6.2 
178.4| 76. -O 8.3 a 
1970 - October 326 | 9 23 re Ae ee 
November 8.4] 17. ou! ° ee if 
December As Tay Bs 6 7-0 oe ‘Ce 
1971 - January O.7} > O« 09 9-2 . 4 
February Ted) Ve -6 4.4 59 38. 
March 45-3) 4. 1 3.0 32.5 179-0 
April 0.8| 29. “3 8.9 106 | 15604 
May 7.01 #8 22 4.6 2.8 | 648.1 
June 19.7] 5 6 13.6 To1 12161 
July 50-7| 4. 6 19.1 21.0 | 516.7 
August 54.8] 5- 6 3-7 14.2 358.0 
September 44.4] 10. ° Ae 5.0 409.4 
October (c) 4.4| 8. 265 8.9 154.4 


Ten months ended - 
October 1970 01 
October 1971 (c 0. L 

a) Refers to all disputes operative in the period - see paragraph 3, page 1. 


(b) Engineering, metals, vehicles, etc. (c) Subject to revision - see paragraph 1, 
page 1. 


TABLE 3. - INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES : STATES 


WORKING DAYS LOST ('000) (a) 


Aust. (bd) 


1969 743-8 101.4 9-9 1,958.0 
1970 26 ° 141.1 32.2 2, 393-7 
1970 - October aa 6.9 6.7 Oe 220.2 
November “4 59 Ada] 1.4 247-7 
December 5 2.4 8.9 5.6 110.9 
1971 - January 8 4.4 ati | Rs 85.3 
February 05 17 401 0.8 138.6 
March 2 a2 4.0 3.6 179.0 
April 06 1.6 1.8 2/3 156.4 
May £0 13.0 9.0 0.3 648.1 
June 09 7-0 10.5 1-1 42161 
July 2 41.8 561 3.7 51607 
August 9 4 442 2.2 358.0 
September 3 a2 9.5 3.6 409.4 
October: (c) “iy 6 2.9 2.2 154.4 


Ten months ended - 
October 1970 


. 25.01 
‘ , 8.8 | 19.8 
period -, see paragraph 3, page 1. 


b) Includes N.T. and A.C.T. (c) Subject to revision - see paragraph 1, page 1. 


COMMONWEALTH BUREAY OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS J.P. O'NEILL 
CANBERRA, A.C.T. 2600. 13 JANUARY 1972 ACTING COMMONWEALTH STATISTICIAN 


NOTE. Inquiries concerning these statistics may be made in Canberra by telephoning 
63 9111 extension 2055 or, in each State capital, by telephoning the office | 
of the Bureau of Census and Statistics. 


